It is necessary to have a clear conception of the anatomy of the supporting structures of the teeth before we can understand the causes of pyorrhea alveolaris, its progress and treatment. So we will review concisely the anatomical relations between the alveolar process, the socket and the tooth. According to Malassez(l) , the alveolar process is nothing more than the thinnedout edge of the maxillary bones and their trabecule or bony offshoots, the socket being an enlarged medullary space oi the maxilla. Bundles of ligiament fibres run from the wall of the bony offshoots of the alveolar process, and maxillary bone and are embedded deeply in the cementum of the root, forming a circular ligament which keeps the tooth suspended in the alveolar cavity. Between (4), (5), (6), (7) 
